JLONLON, 16 Juno 1993: 

Xsiir Josh ibn-uussis, absolute monarch of Bahr-al-Dohrr, relishes his 
monacle while riding to Buckinham Palace. He had spent months learning how 
to wear one 0 His entire Knowledge of England was, in fact, based on certain 
details he had learned of a certain Colonel .Blimp (whom he believed to be the 
Prime WiEiator). rcruje peoples) the. -3 a bsgxish. he <vss.. slsixx .■ ■ -sis 
Charles III could be Queen of England, but he knew enougn about; iluw ton-, ana 
San Francisco to suppose that such a thing could be possible. He was also 
anxious to meet the famous Diana, wife (or husband?) of Queen Charles, whom he 
supposed by then be King. But then his English was never quite as good as his 
American (which he learned from Gulf and Mobil oil riggers), and it was possibl 
these two dialects were far more different than the English ambassador (Sir 
Percy Wimp) had led him to believe. 

Emir Jagh arrived at Buckingham beraonac&ed, but confused as efer. Charles 
and Diana bounded down the steps to greet him, a highly hhbscsc unusual procedure 
made more unusual by their highly informal dress. (In fact, they had forgotten 
all about the visit of the little Mideastern nonentity and were on their way to 
play a few rubbers... or whatever they are... of tennis.) Upon being apprised of 
the situation by several security guards (who had to be awakened from their 
naps in the shrubbery for the occasion), Charles quickly grasped the situation 
and proposed they play doubles if Jagh didn't mind pairing up with Countess 
Glitch.* Meanwhile, it was introductions all 'round. Diana was of course first 
in line. Charles smiled as he said, 
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Various arid Sundry Excuses (VASji) : . ■ 

I don't have much room or time to type here , so I must be brief. Knowing 

thai. 'ipoloyJ.es are Insufficient, I nevertheless tender nine for the delay in 



n:is issu 



defense I can only say that March and April are always 



ra.y,y ? irises for in a , as I go to so many conventions at -chat time of year. In 
his case, :-h«r<?.. w« re • 3 cons in v conseou tive weeKonds, and I spei.r. the only 
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np.Ily ssile v'j> for the delay, but it's all I can do, 
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r/abbod be fore rr5 came out (a rd are not players) receive 2 :*..-» sues suss 
sub. Th'so' 1 are only about 3 of you, but nevertheless . , . t' 
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"KOKIE GAME" (198lDim) Spring 1908 the 12th incarnation of 

some waste dump in Ohio 

THE END SEEMS HEAR FOR FF1333_33o MRAN'CE -h33j GE M3M : Y ; R33GTA MLT73F3 

IN EAST; BRITS STEAMING TC.7ATJ -joTNALIA; AMERICAN CONVOY Fli-ALLY V/ORKc t 

ENGLAND (Dorsey) : F Pari-Squ, ? Iri S AMERICAN F MAtl, F Sng-Bal , F Nth CON' 

A Lcn-Hol, a Lon-Hol, 7 Nwy-3ka. 
FRANCE (Evans) s F Por-NAtl . F ?.~re ?■ F :"Nor~NAt l/disl- ( Pic or disband) , F r 7 nn- 

SAtl, F C Vd 5 F GoG-SAtl, F Meg S F GoG~3A tl , 03r-Cnr. A Mau-Tua , 

A ;)aA-^ao , a a j.g-opa , a noi-nita, ±. , a Kot-Txk. 

GERMANY (Pattern j : f Bal-3we , F Jen 3 F i-al-owe, A Boh-Mun, A Fos-Ber, A Fie 

S ENGLISH F Nth-Hol/ NSC , 
INDIA (N'aylor): A Mdr-Clt, A Snd-Del . A Tib-Skg, A Kan S A Tib -3kg. 
ITALY (Burke): A Ven-Tri, A Tri-Vna , A ri yj S A Tri-Vna, A Mar-Fry , F Yem-Ara , 
'F Son 3 F Yem-Ara, F Ade 3 F Som, A K«n 3 A Sud, A Sud 3 A Ken, A Cyr- 

Lib, A Nig-Sah, F Ion-Tun, F Trn-V/Med, F Lyo-Spa (so ). 
JAPAN (V/ulff): A Kyo-Kor, A Lao-5ik, A Nok-Sib, A Kar-3ak , F NPac CON A Hok- 
i Sib, F jap CON A Kyo-Kor, F EChi 3 A Kyo-Kor, F And -Or si . F Ctn-Pek , 

F SChi-Cel, F Cam-S.ia, F Joh-Mal , F wind Screens, F Bay S INDIAN A Mdr-CI 
RUSSIA (Lowman): A Ukr S A Gal-Rum, A Gal-Rum, A Mos-Sev , A V/ar-Gal , A Lvn- 

A Bud-Ser, A Clu S A 3ud-3er, A V na-Tri/ disl- ( Boh , Bud or disband), 

A Sax-Kie , A Skg-Ti b/disl-( Out, I'mi 0 r dis), A Kan-Si k, F Man-Pek , A Clt- 

Brm/disl-(Dec , Hep, .Tib or dis) , A Dex S A Afg, A Afg 3 A Del, A Cms H. 

TRANSVAAL (3. Taylor): a Ike-Xot, F CFr CON A Ang-Gab, A Leo S A Ang-Gab, 

A Bas-Ike, A Kin-Bas, A Lun-Kin, A Loz K , A Dar H, F Koz-pre, A Ang-Gab, 

TURKEY (Maltz): F Spa (sc)-Por , F 31a S A Sev, F SMed CON A Smy-Sgy, A 3my- 
Sgy, A Jor-Nej, A Bag-Ira, A Tur 3 A 3ag-Ira, A Ank-Arrn, A Ccn-Bul, 
A 3er-Clu/ disl-(Mon, Alb, Gre or disband), A Rum S A Ser-Clu/ ANN , A Sev 3 
A Rum , "Fa zgul-Omsk, " 

UNITED STATES (Bongardj: F Mex (wc)-Pan, A Nf k-3re , F Sar CON A Nf k-3re , 
F MAtl CON A Nfk, F Gas S A Nf k-3re , F Azo-CVd , F_C nr S F Azo-CVd . 
F SAtl S F Azo-CVd/ disl-(Arg f Ant or disband), F Bra-Azo . 
~ fir^^r 

NOTE s Several people have been using non-standard abbreviations and notations 
which can screw you up profoundly if I decide to get strict. Vienna is "Vna" 
not "Vie" (there is also Vietnam = "Vtm"), and Burgundy is "Bgy", not "Bur" 
(there is also Burma = "Brm" ) , I allowed these only because the alternatives 
are illegal moves. It is suggested that you take the small amount of extra 
time to write out province names in full. Also, the written American moves 
I received appeared as "F MAtl CON A Nfk" (no destination listed in the move , 
and I TOLD you that implied moves are not allowed-- the fact that "A Nfk-Bre" 
was also ordered has no effect on this), and "F Gas S F MAtl CON," which 1 
would have interpreted as a support for the fleet, not for the army move into 
Bre . Fortunately, Dave called me to change/clarify moves, so these were 
corrected. BUT BE MORE CAREFUL! ! ! 

As always, Fall moves may be made contingent on any or all retreats. 

***PRESS*** 

Esecerpt from Top Secret Report 
To Washington D.C. Bureau Chief 
From Min"" s tor of *n li - one" Dorsev 

Horde of crazed Turks ., .descending upon iiorih A: .uci;;a , . . ^y .--ay of 3_ * "" 
shoot anyone you see in f ez ... suspected Turk advance scouts... 

An open letter from the PM ENGLAND to the PM JAPAN: 



I dr>'i''. '".ow 1 r that " excerpt " fro::: some purports. t>.vp ;:jc;:e>, rv,;^rt 
was legit or not. If it wasn't legit, we will attempt to' find and h- : & lh' - .". 
the perpetrator. If it was legit, we apologize for any misunderstanding \± 

Please accept our sincere apologies. 

Three miles off Inchon beach — 4 Karch 1903 

"3o what you think of invasion so far, Lieutenant-Be lano-san?" 

Franklin watched another rumbling salvo of twelve-inch shells arch into 
the sunrise from the Kiei, which rode behind Admiral Tarashi's command ship 
"Pretty impressive, Admiral-san. I've never seen anything like it." 

Isoroku Tarashi smiled for the V/esterner's benefit, and lifted his biro 
culars again. "You tell your uncle, that this is how to make invasion." 

SILVER SPRING (GOD): Correction, Bill. Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt wer 
distant cousins, not uncle and nephew. 

Los Angeles Times, 22 March 1908 (Banner Headline )i 
EXTRA! EXTRA! INVASION SCARE French Fleet With Six Battleships and Two 
Infantry Divisions Off Peru. Descent On Coast Imminent. Panic in Streets 
of Lima. 

Press Conference with Secretary of the Navy Truman. H. Newberry, April 
3rd, 1908: 

"Gentlemen, I can assure you that the threat from the French squadron 
off the coast of Latin America has "been greatly exaggerated. There is no, I 
repeat, no, danger of invasion at this time. Why, the French flotilla consists 
solely of cruisers, torpedo-boats destroyers, and tenders. They are far from 
their supply bases and almost out of dispatch range. They are under constant 
surveillance from our aeroplanes. There is no danger." 

A conversation at the Quai d'Orsay, 10 April 1908: 
"Tell me, Pierre. All of these reports are terribly confusing. How 
many ships do we have in the South Pacific?" 

"M. Minister, I do not really know." 

"WHA-A-A-AT! Hon Dieu! I am surrounded by boobs and incompetents!" 

"But.... but it is not my fault! Since M. McCrumb resigned, all is 
in chaos. We have to rely on the American newspapers, and none of them agree. 
All I can say is that we do have some ships out there." 
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There is no r ">-d 10 > * a t results here, because tht» two-way ormv yro.nof 



immediately, andlu3tria 'wav^el SuT'J" If ? , it); England accepted 
5-nd-gazre state^ntn fron all vr, ^^r^^f let the 5^e end. ' 

out rir- cto^ i r n"„;. ', ' " ,'. J " ■' --i:~r, ■ re *>."•>••- 

appeared as: All A Gre-Co- / T\o^' ■^T^ '' oertain !7; ° ves should'"}*-/-. 
F ias-Sny. Thus, I taly re nins goCaV j h™"^ ' I'lALY f Eas-Smy, F Con 

An 3C chart follov/s. I win 0 , \^ supply center to kn' sTT, 

^eyagh. I just real^.-? ^3 -~ ; r ?^ int J ';.Press that was submitted, 
I can't print the Q ^,eJ 0 ^ ^ ™ files are still missing se 

and will try to find tivun before next ish! 1 ^ theyVe he ^ somewhere . 

squadron, "put ' in ne t odaT ? 0 F ' . ? f ? w £f + J h ? ^ lia , Atlantic Battle- 
International Fining Ri^hts"^^ t^^tl?^ ? ri - lsn Admiralty concerning 
«ologna is concerned^ bout re^t^ t P ,r S ^ ds • /ice-Admiral de 

-celandic and Scandinavian fiU*n» v^pI-- £5Unooats have fired upon 

Liverpool - Ar-~i ^ ? lore- ~,,. 0 , . 

pool this morPdng after fr^in: -ne^X- A : lant i c Fle « sailed out of Liv=r- 
French government that had'wt L l; rench rule • The corrupt ' 

captured, tried, and executed? 1 ^ after the fal1 of France was 

"MARYLAND-VIRGINIA GAIS" (l 9 ROPcv) 10m 

^■■ J --o .Vivey Ivy 

ITALY M0V23 TOWARD CONFRONTATION WITH THE FOES OF WlFD- 
ENGLAND (McCrumb)j F Okh-Sib * sp,, - — - G -^D- 

-F Sale- Jap . F Si a-3or , p 3ai h ^ s^' * • F , Cel - 3pac » F Je.p-Hon. 

b -' 1 i'A,, j ; ' ;) : A :.;un h. " — — — 

INDIA (3. Wulff): F iVd~-Ara ^ rl + , _ , 

watches, J" Tok-Fu l"ag 3 at f^a -ft^H Mai^. A ctr, coast- 

RUSSIA (Bongard): A Oms-StP . v Ear S 4 Orr- a - 

A Pos H, A Sax^hTA^artGilf l * U d^r~/T * A * M 1 " 8 " 5 ^' A Pru-Sil. 
F Ank-Con . A Kor H and is bo-sri^^Th ^ 6r ' Clu or disband), 

3 F NPac-Jap. b0i6d ' r "^c-Jap f p Via 3 F NPac-Jap, F Kar 

Rick Dorsey is noj LP^ng France 5 his address is m? E loom Rd. . 

• Westminster, WD 21157 (phone # obtainable from Information). 

Somewhere in Moravia | March 191 0» 

"Prince-Karshal, the railway adjutant at Praemsyl reports by wireless 
that the Fourth Infantry Corps and the Seoond Mechanised Group are on their 
way to Cluj." 

"Thank you. Colonel. The re-deployment is going very well indeed. 

Ard tt> think those damned English newspapers call cur army a stezaroller. Hah} 

"l also navis -n ri— 635=,;; xiiiis i-ssc o* uovc»ucr'*CIcri2rai Yuder-ich ' s 
staff has aixived in Bratislava,, and that they have a few prisoners, including 
one Major degli Albizzi." 

"Da, and now we will make those confounded Romans pay for their folly." 



Kiiricher Zoitun/% 14 March 1910s "We must confess that we are some- 
what rus'zled hy Italy's reversal of policy. Even if the Italians gain hege- 
mony cv.-c r.uch of the Balkans, they Hill have lost forever any chance of 
rarprcch ->:<:ent with the Russians, and have considerably weakened their moral 
zt-.n c in the wor..u. .. .:::::..aos they have considered, that half of a win is "bett ?z 
than cud-third. Tne question which interests us the most is: '*» Which side 
will the Austro-Hungarians support?' 



Delhi, 15 May 1910: 

"Chancellor, If those terrorists didn't get my Labor Minister, just who 
did they get? And how is it that I was not informed that I even had one, and 
where pray tell is he now?" 

"Veil, your Hxaltedness, they captured one of our investigators on his 
vay home from Constantinople while he vas using the Labor Ministry's cars 
for cover... Don't, vorry; they will get nothing important from him. And my 
broth- the Labor Minister seems to be in Tahiti." 

Mogadiscio, also 15 May: 

"You will tell us, 0h-0h f the ratio of speed between a burdened Roc and 
an unburdened Roc!" 

"Which, an African one or an Indian one?" 

"Does not matter! " 

"Oh, but it does! You've really got to be more specific..." 

Madras Times-, /heel , May 29th: 

"The newest ships of the fleet weighed anchor today and steamed westward 
for a change. The Chancellor's office is letting it be known that the plans 
are to engage in maneuvers with the new Italian fleet, despite official prcte 
over tiie affair in Vienna," 

2ND GAME ANALYSIS FOR BLA DENS BURG GAME (1979KS) 
by Dave Mc Crumb 

With the start of B la dens burg Game, I was unfortunately picked to be the 
French player, a c our -try v/hich I have played more often than all the rest of 
them put together, I decided to make the best of it. 

In 1901, I was able to get a non-aggression pact with both England and 
Germany, but nothing else. I was worried they might be planning a combined 
attack en me, so I tried to cover my backside by getting an alliance with 
Italy. Hot only aid he agree , he proposed an attack against Germany. I was 
all for it. But I thought ho would waste hin time as he had only the narrow 
Tyrol ian corridor -co attack through. However, the attack succeeded and Munic 
fell in h 1901. '('.':■:■ Terr/"Yon» had not oven no-'u.oed th b Italian _ unit 

creor-iru' tov/ard h.-iru eh, :< t tarred out. This is what comes of not perusing th 



c.i. J.i 



Germany, I was able ,o get Englano 
alliance , Gorwany looked doomed. However, by the fall turn, it was 
-i.-. r -r; -\-y -■■ \ -~, ] i- -rrj n oi'-'rH tt i:" ~ far too much hardware to the Gorman. 
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;arted i;; Tori' a of 19 CG. It did net go as 



planned, .-.air.ly iK-cau:;e Jtaiy continue-, to rukve gams in Germany, nowever, 
Germany -u.e kr.ockc-vi down jo one unit in 1?03 due to very good cooperation 

W 1 t A : . n ; - v L.X \ ;Ci » 



year of this game. • It sly was blitzed and had very 



me one turn later, giving me tine to prepare a defense. Our positions ((in t 
end. game ) ) would have been totally reversed if he had been able to execute fh 

u and more later on. 

The Battle of Britain heated up during 1905. I pulled an end run and ic 
Liverpool. I also made a serious tactical error and lost the Low Countries. 
This defeat was offset by a brilliant (if I dj say so myself) diplrr.atie coup 
I supported Germany's lone army into British-controlled Kiel. I then '.cob 
now-vacant Berlin fro-;:i Enrich wi+h no opposition. This, coupled with Italy':; 
elimination, put rue in a very good position. 

in onot , bussia was o till taxing ai« f rus trations out on poor Turkey 

while Russia slowly bludgeoned bis way into tbe furbish inferior, Austria Jus 
walked in and took ';he Russian honaland unopposed, Russia's stupid attack'-, ■ 
failure to f igbt Austria only gave himself two more 5-0 arc of survival than 
Turkey had, r.vi: _?.«:• • » last three centers being the Turkish heme center-! 

back in use we si.., the war raged on. I reconquered the bow Countries , be 
retook Liverpool. Germany got up to two centers and started getting feis J :y. 
He would switch sides, start our, on his own, and soon get to be a pain. bo, 
in Spring 190S, England and I called a one-turn truce and eliminated the 
troublesome Yon. 

After seeing how well we could work together, we decided to combine 
against Austria, a nis was further cclidj... i-«a oy mi j.«.ci unao uerger ueiu iuo 
won Yellow Pig's Game and we felt two in a row was unreasonable. but Berger 
got the jump on us and attacked that turn. 

Jonathan got a summer job and was working 60-80 hours a week; he was 
forced to drop out. (It was a letdown to the alliance, plus a loss to Diplo- 
macy. I have talked to hirr. since, and he says he will get back into Diplcrac 
after he graduates from college.-) His replacement was an unknown factor, but 
we decided to continue our original goal. 

The new Austrian player managed to get up to 15 centers in 19 09. France 
was then at 12, and England had 7, All looked hopeless. But during 1910, 
the tide turned. my fleets in the Mediterranean were able to advance, I thre 
Austria out of Germany, and England's advance south from Stp finally got mov- 
ing. V/hile Austria did stop and repel the English advance with her own coun- 
ter-offensive in the north, she made mistake after mistake along the German- 
Italian front. I was able to slip a fleet behind her lines to undefended 
Turkey. I pushed her back on land along the whole front. Things were 
looking up once more. 

Then disaster. For this reason and that reason ((marriage, moving three 
times, and fatherhood)) and all kinds of things, Glen let the game sit in 
mothballs. I finally got it going one year later, but by this time Dave 
Lowman didn't want to mess with it. I tried to get in touch with the new 
English player, but evidently he does not know how to write or just didn't 
have any interest in the game (in which case he should still have let me know 
that fact). 

With the Austrian NMR's of 1912, I had a very strong position. V/hile I 
felt a combined English-Austrian alliance could have defeated me, it would 
have taken a long time. I had a solid front against Austria, and because I 
had not heard from England, I prepared to defend myself from him with two 
fleet builds in Winter 1912. Alas, they were not needed as my concession 
proposal passed. 

I feel that this game was seriously hindered by the apathy of the Gm. 
He "constantly complained about how boring the game was, starting in 190b 1 » 
and occasionally as early as 1905' ((I didn't complain that much — not near 

and resignations starting about that time. ((As you stated, Berger' s resig- 
nation was caused by his job; bowman's was indeed caused by my "apathy," but 
by the long delay, not my complaints. There were no other resignations, ?na 
all or airi est all the HMR 3 were htevtu o, — — Cl - U - 



The infc'.?^:iJ. tl-c-nl turns were very frustrating. For the future, G.I en, '/ivy -., 
-run garner f or only 5 year?; and then declare a winner? Or fair ing that w? a 
not let someone else OK the remaining years? ((Endgames are not ir.e-"^ tahV-' 

* _ _ i. ■ " v - '- - . ,,.:„ ^ . i ... . ; , ^ . 

-f - 1 J- - ' .A v.. J. t ^- . . j : i C t r.j. i. X ^/ i j 0 c~ : \ I ' O . U - ^ w i f i . '.J V/ , U J., -i i „ IT.'. 0 .. 

maneuvers and continued press-writing can maintain interest levels up to the 
end; this was not the case here. Also, a game which has been highly interes 
ing in the early stages is more likely to remain so; this one was moderately 
interesting in the early stages, except for Russia's single-mindedness , whic 
destroyed all. the fun in the Bast. You wrote some good press, but hardly 
anyone else did. Also, large variants are more likely to remain interesting 
to me, perhaps because I have not yet grown tediously -familiar with the map 
and all possible combinations of alliances/moves.)) 

Analysis of the Players'"- in Blade Game . 

England: Dave Bowman - very good player, excellent ally. Could have won 

except for one critical NMR. Carl Burke- unknown; not in game long eno 
France: Dave Mc Crumb - ((Dave didn't comment on himself; I wonder why?)) 
Germany: Kerry Yon - while he hated his country, he tried to do the best he 
could. Pie was overwhelmed from the start. His late bid for glory 
backfired, 

Italy: Bill iVicGraw - had good plans, but he overextended himself. 
Austria: Jonathan Berger - the best player in the game. He stayed neutral 

as long as possible and took advantage of everyone else's mistakes. 

He was a bit too cautious. 

Rebecca Taylor - incompetent, made mistake after mistake. Pain reason 
for the turnaround of Austria. 

Chris Ivlattern - thanks for the "non-vote," Chris. 
Russia: Rick Crab ill - one-track mind . He got it into his head that Turkey 

was a jerk and refused to ally with him under any conditions. Main 

reason for Austria's steady rise prior to 1910. 
Turkey: Todd Click - held out very well against Russia until Austria cut 

supports. 

* This analysis deals only with Blade Game. I have an overall opinion of 
some players that is very different from what is said here (ex. Rick Crabill 

LETTERS : 

Brux Linsey, 2k-A Quarry Drive, Albany, NY 12205 



aaused to reci. la £L;A'?ll J 1 * "the plct about the togus orders. I'n not sure 
-C-*''» ~- •.au tc ac Lk it what happened t.cs this; Cn© plavra:' -,,-as 'a:i';J-ns" 



I0U *"f' c ""'" a ' L ' z "~ s tij -rt»a. client, euaa for^u sorae orders, seadlna ^therrt to the second 
I? I uadsrsiood it r:l;;ht, I rag nothing vnaoa.; with this. It'e not the saae as 



siJuiAs * ooijxxsi ,,■:->, o:: ore.:-:.- to the C?4 — all the thirc player cirti aid ;:e 



.....oh ...a; thi:.; one. 



((1 am amascd that people managed to misunderstand x-2 as you have. 

a -a • * r j> 1 t o" : od afjorl-- to d e e -"a. '' P +,*•• => no we *■• + >* -.>•>•"? + <•> t'T 4 *• i •• 



of aliovai-a tnis at all was to cut some slack tvo poov.-id who, tor une i t-u^on 

I.' . 1\ to -'lie, pl'yar" to da: 1 -;at^ t: 

•u>'----j_l_; o-.iera a ar , ....a./ writto.i by the original player, aa tl 'x 1 _ ■" ' 



people the opportunity to screw you ovar, a player would be foolish to do it 

" " -• \tutr- *..'?; : " 1] "vi;'.^ hi;; :m; , for sane ani...agi rttble re. . 

.-,0, wnat 1 allowed was for" A r.o dele-ate the power to write (and submit to 
the G:.:) orders for ris country's units to 3. What happened was that a person 
not to authorized (Ihaltz) left an unsigned set of orders for me to find,- 
thereby implicitly claiming the right to write and submit those orders, there- 
by attempting to deceive the Gli. It would never have worked if Warren Lad 
not bcnn' extremely care leas , but even if it had not worked, it would have An- 
noyed me in the extreme , malts claims he nsvor expected it to worV , v * ~ 
objective ,,as for the word o •'' : ;he attempt to get out and cause dissension 
amonr, his enemies, so his real objective was to deceive the other players; 
out his scheme involved the Gil , who must by definition be neutral in inter- 
player relations, as an unwitting accomplice ; therefore it was an att.en-.pt at 
deceiving the CI'., .Read on.,.)) • - 

Peter Ansoff, 5777-162 Reading Ave., Alexandria, VA 22311 

I was intrigued to read about the Vitro games because we do a similar 
thing at Presearch Inc., where I work. I've enclosed a few copies of our 
in-house zine, The Pine Diplomat , which has been published on-and-off for 
about a year and a half. done of the participants ot'ifr than myself have 
any postal experience, although several are better-than-average players. 

A brief comment on the bogus orders item in DIJAGH Your ruling on 

accepting the Italian ((sic; Indian ) ) orders after Warren had endorsed their, 
was correct. The big question is: what would you have done had he not en- 
dorsed them ((used the previous set, of course)), or if you hadn't been able 
to contact him before the deadline? my response would have been to NHR Italy 
((sic)) or, in this case, to use the p viously submitted orders. 

((You are correct that that particular case would have been the bitch- 
kitty. I would most likely have delayed the game a couple hours until Warren 
came back from lunch (this is assuming that I couldn't find him before he 
left; if I found him and he simply denied the second set of orders, I would 
have used the first one), but what if he had been leaving on a week-long 
vacation? If faced with an unacceptable delay, I probably would have MI-IR'ed 
India. Or I could have checked with Dorsey, who was the only person other _ 
than 7/arren who was legally empowered to submit Indian orders xhat turn; his 
disavowal of them would have been just as good. The point is that all this 
causes delays, hassles, and anger on the Gm's part, even if it doesn't work.)) 

With regard to Waltz's justification for the whole thing: did you have 
a general policy of verifying unsigned or otherwise questionable orders with 
the players Involved? If so, then Malta is right; he was not deceiving you 
since he knew that you would automatically check with Warren anyway. If you 
did not have such a policy, then it sounds like a clear case of GK deception. 

((Actually, I did not have such a policy clearly enunciated before the 
event, though I have certainly done so since. Silly me, I thought it would 
not be needed, since it seemed intuitively obvious to me that Impersonating 
another, player to the GK destroyed the basic fabric of the game, and there- 
fore everyone would know it would not be tolerated and, hopefully, would not 
do it. However, evenTf I had had a stated policy of verifying questionable 
orders, and Malta had made the attempt anyway, he would still have been at- 
tempting to deceive me and, if I had been able to identify him as the perpe- 
trator, would have been punished by exp sion. Aside from the fact that 
Malt?, will exploit any tiny loophole you give him (though he usually aoio.es 
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^advance as'elearly as possible, something I will do when I finally revise 
and expand my House Rules for printing here. However , I intend to avoia the 

4ce Li nse. syndrome of gigantic tomes of HR's by including a bla 



cliiuso" to dea j v;Ifch poorly v/rittcr; orders : something to the ef r ect that 
■poorly wr.il ten vrcla.-v; /.ill bo declared invalid if there is the .--.lightest 
doubt- in my nirl to what you meant } otharwd.se, I will fix th&tr.. '."h5 > 
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.vouio s>.- liecj-i.::^ valid, since the intent is clear. however, if there is 
more than one legal interpretation of what you may have meant, it. would not 
be. This means that "A Alb-Sev" would probably be corrected to "A Alb-Ser," 
since it is illegal as written. (I say "probably" because I don' t want to 
rule in advance with regard to possible extenuating circumstances-- e.g., 
bad handwriting, where the "v" might actually have been an "r" after all.) 
Luf, in the classic case of "A Vie-Tro", "Tri" and "fyo" are equally likely 
(and legal) interpretations, so the unit would not move, I'd appreciate 
feedback on this as well.)) 

Rod V/alker, 1273 Crest Dr., Encinitas CA 92024 

Oh, did I forget to send $$? Ooops. Sorry about that. Let's see if 
recomember to rectido it this time. 

I do hope you will be subbing to DW soon. That is because the alterna- 
tive will not be nice. I mean, I would hate to be forced to spread the rumor 
that you are not only a stalking horse for Buddy Tretick but that, in fact, 
you are Peggy Gemignani and are living in sin with him. I would really hate 
(heheheheh) to do that, you know? 

Ed V/robel, 3932 North Forestdale Ave., Dale City, YA 22193 

...Let me offer belated condolences on your separation. I went through 
a separation, and divorce a few years ago. It was not particularly bitter; 
we had no property to dispute: no children. But it was far from. easy. I 
was terribly confused and felt very guilty over -it for a long time. In 
retrospect, it v/as certainly best that the marriage ended. You appeared to 
be quite cheerful at the meeting Sunday, so I assume things are going all rig: 

( ( Thank you. I should be sending you a copy of my Declaration of Inde- 
pendence with this issue, if I remember to do so,; this is also available to 
any other readers upon request. Actually , it is out of date now. Since I 
wrote it, I nave learned from several incidents that my attempt to minimise 
the unpleasantness was unilateral, and hence doomed to failure. Therefore, 
I will be going to court, to obtain custody of my daughter. Yes , I too WfcS 
"terribly confused and guilty" at first, but that is no longer true The 
af orem.en tinned incidents nave removed- the last of v-.y illusions concerning the 
situation, and so I -\ '-now that t g a . no thin,; to f;ci guilty shout; qui. to 
the opposite, in fact, I'm surviving , thriving even, and Intend tc continue 
to do so,)i 

An for oL.rh-.rd itself, msg I say that you have some chutzpah charging 552 
oer issue Atg beginning with a whopping triple to make your debut r r?„cey 
tl . n ' . I on coru'-IaLo n t sou '■-■as sed tie::, out free durdetg but " woo. Id 
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As ''roc issn;-s comi; g :.s sompensaticn for- delays in, the games o<u;r the 
u.. s' year or so. That ' s about what I expected, though, } ) 

hi-' "o,d: ikysn and Linton reprints were great, I'm not f at.il j. or vnith 
'he o'tiSr-L, sines In vduich - ! -hese r-rti'd no^c r-""'' . * s 1 r, ~ - r*-, ■■> 

.-■ . . >, ■ ■ ■■■ ■ *-■■>.: g'U- 'As ■ v . ; . 

ill i/.ki-nz la: tti 

{>;. , -gooi's sou 7 :o id. '/hen I tytn-s gLAn^ed. i.:r.t' A . g , ■ - 

'Ltr .i ■::.<• t goo issue gs , I v/as missing the f :.t-s ; gust ■ :.% , : 



reconstruct it from memory. I have since found it, and you may judge from 
it how good a job I did. (There are a few statements in #^ that don't appear 
below, but they are paraphrases of things f.'altz said to me at other times 
about the game 5 he didn't object at all to what I printed.) So...)) 

Post-facto Synopsis of Vitro Diplomacy Game ^ by Maltz's Synopsis Service 

In Vitro Game ^ I played England. As soon as I determined this to be the 
case I immediately appreciated the importance to me of Billy Doss (France). 
We could be of great help to each other, or great hindrance, as we both pos- 
sessed far-flung colonial empires adjacent to each other and between other 
powers. He and I had been adversaries in a previous game and I had been com- 
pelled to wipe him out. I feared that he would hold a grudge and refuse 
alliance. I was pleasantly surprised as he graciously received my overtures 
and accepted my proposals. I proposed an alliance the terms of which were 
as follows : 

1. The term of the alliance is till the end of the game. 

2. Neither party will take any action to harm the other. 

3. Each party will take every available action to support, the other. 
5-. We will coordinate our movements and strategy. 

5. We will follow a pattern which I laid out dividing the world into 
areas of interest. 

6. We will coordinate external diplomacy and alliances. 

7. One of us was to win, the other to come in second and it didn't matter 
who was which. 

8. This arrangement was to be made available later to up to two other 
powers upon mutual agreement between England and France. 

My next step was to approach Rick Dorsey, who was playing Russia. I 
determined that with Rick providing interior lines of communication in Eur- 
asia, and with Billy and I providing exterior lines around the same area 
plus Africa and the Americas, we would start the game with the entire board 
in a vise grip that would need only 2-3 years to solidify completely. I 
had also played Dorsey in a previous game where, though we were nominally 
allied, I was compelled to occupy some of his build centers to keep them 
out of the hands of another of Rick's allies ((Warren Naylor)), who had 
stabbed him. For some reason unfathomable to me, Rick v/as enormously resent- 
ful of this and me (not the fellow who stabbed him- just me) and remained 
very bitter and distrustful throughout most of game ^. While not rejecting 
my overtures out o.f hand, he did not appear interested. I then determined 
that it would be necessary to tie Rick's forces up, and I also selected the 
Germany/North Russia area as my initial primary growth area. 

Austria-Hungary, played by Rick Yarcheck, presented himself as a potential 
ally. He was totally inexperienced but for me quite reliable. He wished to 
play Diplomacy but" had no' grasp of the game. Ha was dependent on me for 
guidance. France and I accepted him into our pact as a full ally even 
though we did not anticipate that he would have any potential to win the game. 
Our (my) objective was to carve out for him a comfortable domain in Europe 
and another in Africa,, modest but secure. And we could use his assistance 
in these pivotal areas. 

It was at this point that I was contacted by John Dawson, who played 
Turkey. John wanted me to join with him in a meeting to include Germany, 
France, and Austria. I had also played John in a previous game and developed 
a healthy suspicion of him; a very healthy, suspicion. I. agreed to meet with 
him nonetheless. 

Austria and France were unable to make the meeting, so I represented both 
of them. Dawson opened the meeting with his proposal for a "Central European 
Union" which was to be a grand alliance of five European powers to be directed 
against all others , particularly initially Italy and Russia. I felt that the 
idea of a five-European-power alliance was unworkable and felt distinctly 
that 1 was being conned, particularly given the bizarre nature of some of 
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that Austria and England initiate one attack 
to bo followed by Turkey and Cor many later (a retreat from his initial pro- 
posal of a great blitz) while I insisted that he open the attack. He agreed 
to put it to a vote of the five members. Ry this time Billy came in but he 
only heard me attempting to persuade Turkey to open the assault, not Turkey's 
attempts to persuade me. Dawson lost the vote, but he and Germany (Steve 
•Barchers, who was leaking impossible demands- Holland, Belgium and Denmark) 
declined to accept the results-. V/e walked away from the meeting without any 
definite agreements , but John was to draw up a charter for the CSU. The 
experience of that and subsequent meetings of the CSU proved to be the most 
concentrated orgies cf bullshit flinging I have ever experienced, and they 
reinforced my perceptions si John. I came to feel that John was setting 
Austria up for conquest in r.j and was simply attempting to stall me. Steve 
was making unreasonable demands (and sometimes irrational) and refusing to 
negotiate. He broke an agreement which he reached with Austria through me to 
contain Transvaal (John Morton). By the time we were ready to start 1901, 
Dawson had completely switched positions and demanded that we not attack 
Russ ia . 

In 1901 France, Austria and I did quite well. 
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allies and hurt my enemies (which I consistently displayed in this game). 
In- this ga,»o , not c&ly did I not lie , I - never even initiated hostilities 
against anyone. Everyone* with whom' ! fougnt attacked mo first . I still 
remain confused about this. Dawson ,told me later that he had convinced 
people of my dark. nature, but I for 'one don't find him very convincing. 
One factor v/hich weighed against me was the negotiations between* myself and 
Dawson in which we- each- tried to,' get the •'other to attack Russia (he first). 
We each reported the other's position to v Dorsey - ( to inflame passions) and Doss 
(because he missed the first part of the meeting) corroborated Dawson's 
story. I felt "Libeled and unjustifiably persecuted.- 

In 1903 Japan and Italy were both in- deep kim-shi and both sought and 
received assistance from me (by this time I perceived a six-player alliance 
directed against me personally ) . Both benefitted enormously-- Japan through 
longer life and Italy actually began to rebuild itself, carving out an 
empire in Northeast Africa (with assistance from France and Austria). {The 
U.S.. stabbed me, and Transvaal' stabbed Austria in Africa. Germany was feoing 
some very bizarre things v/hich I can't quite remember. I linked up my forces 
in the Pacific. I got" wind of. trouble in my alliance with France and asked 
him what the problem was. I found out that he had been "turned" on me. He 
claimed that he felt awkward because the opposing alliance called' him my 
puppet-- he wanted bo prove he was not. I assured him that he was not and 
.displayed for ^-i-nv the advantage of sticking with me. The opposing alliance 
was very demeaning toward both Austria and France, calling both my lackeys. 
In spite of this, both Austria and France were doing quite well and benefit- 
ting" from my guidance. I made sure to coordinate very closely with my allies 
to maximize our effect, This was particularly Important due 'to the fact that 
we were greatly outnumbered. We did quite well. At no time diet I dictate to 
my allies. At every meeting I solicited their opinions and ' recommendations 
and offered mine, They were perceptive enough most -of .the time to accept 
mine. When they did net, they suffered for it on the board. i rewarded my 
allies with great success. 3y this time also Austria was in conflict with 
both Turkey and Russia. Through skillful maneuver, anticipation of Dawson's 
actions (intended to be deceptive) and manipulation of Dawson'' s own bullshit, 
Austria, with French and Italian help, was prevailing over Turkey and Russia 
in the Balkans.,.. France returned to the fold and dealt a devastating blow to 
U.S.A. with my assistance (U.S.A. had already stabbed me). 

In 1904 steady gains were' made. The U.S.A. was all but out -and we con- 
trolled all of hcrxh and South America and much' of the Facific. India had 
turned against me after vacillating for a long time and though my position 
was tenuous, I could have held in S.E. Asia for years (reinforcements, were 
coming from the Americas). Setbacks had been experienced in central Africa 
but were by no means out of control. Transvaal displayed his open hostility 
(again an amazing example of people accusing me of lying while themselves, • 
lying" promiscuously) and for the first time the opposing alliance displayed 
some' coordination.' Trie European situation was quite good as both Germany 
and Turkev -wore about to fall. (This would have been followed by a major 
assault on Eurouea n Russia . ) alliance with 3 members and 2 associates 

was coequal in newer with the 7 -member alliance ((actually, the very weak'_ . 
U.S.A. should be considered an "associate" instead of a full member); facing 
us. I 'was and remain convinced that if we could hold or gain for one more 
year ( oar ticularly as all the 5-year treaties ware elapsing) 'the internal 
stresses In the oDoos'ing alliance would rend it asunder. This was* particular 1 
the case for Transvaal and India. ((Henceforth, the statement is as in ,^0) 

DIJAGK fib, at last ' ' ~ " ~* 

Glen Taylor 

1363 3 Grenoble Dr. 

Rockville, KD 2C853 , * - .- 



probably the smallest address -spa e'e ever used by a publisher, eh? 



